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Dear students, parents and friends,   

 

In 2011, the Home Secretary, Theresa May, introduced the concept of 'Fundamental British Values' 

into public life: the value and importance of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual 

respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. They were taken up by Michael 

Gove in 2014 as Education Secretary and made a compulsory part of schools' curriculums. Now in 

my 20th year at Wallington County Grammar School, I have seen a few government initiatives 

come and go, but this has endured, even when governments have come and gone. And rightly so; 

they are indeed 'fundamental' and are concepts we take very seriously. They have never been 

more important, and we go to great lengths to ensure they are woven into the fabric of Wallington 

County Grammar School.  

Take democracy and the rule of law, for example. In terms of leadership, schools are by nature 

undemocratic - thankfully, I don't have to run for election and, no matter how much they may wish 

to, the student leadership team are unable to deselect and replace me with a candidate of their 

choosing. However, the belief in the fundamental importance of democracy permeates a huge 

number of areas of school life. Just last week, the elected school council fed back to me on what 

they perceive to be our core strengths: great teaching; a friendly, supportive community; our co -

curriculum and house system; great facilities including our library, sports hall, and café; as well as 

strong academic support. They also offered some fantastic ideas for improvement, including refin-

ing our homework policy, upgrading our toilet blocks, and tweaking menu planning to ensure the 

café has a full range of options for those last in. Staff voice is also in rude health, with us being in 

the final stages of updating our staff care strategy to include backloading continuous professional 

development to the quieter summer months and increasing curriculum support for administrative 

tasks. Our Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) curriculum in Years 8 -10 is littered with les-

sons celebrating the value of liberal democracy and the importance of the rule of law. It covers 

the roles of the constitution, executive, and legislature; the key part the judiciary plays in uphold-

ing our human rights; the role of the media and pressure groups in politics; and the importance of 

international law. We have been very privileged to welcome political speakers, including the cur-

rent MP for Carshalton and Wallington, to talk to our students about how democratic politics works 

for the people it is set up to serve. We have also participated actively in the Sutton Schools Coun-

cil, feeding back on the safety of young people on our streets to councillors and police officers 

alike.  

Individual liberty is an interesting concept in a school. Students and staff are not free to do as they 

choose. We have a robust behaviour policy for students and a code of conduct and teacher stand-

ards for staff. Students are told where they need to be, when, what work to do, and whether they 

can talk for 5 -6 hours a day. Staff are strictly forbidden by law from voicing personal political 

views to students and are expected to deliver a national curriculum prescribed by the govern-

ment. But these features do not undermine our sense of individual liberty. The national curriculum 

we teach is prescribed by a government democratically elected by the British people. We as staff 

cannot voice personal political opinions so that students are free to think for themselves about 
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who they wish to vote for. Students are free to feedback on our policies through our elected school 

council and do so, creating meaningful change as a result. Yes, we are rightly constrained by 

rules, policies, and laws, but fundamentally we have our liberty and should never forget it. To 

abandon these laws and policies would be to lose our freedom to chaos.  

And finally, there is tolerance and mutual respect. As prescribed by the government, 'tolerance' 

particularly focuses on other faiths and beliefs, but in practice, it widens to all protected character-

istics set out in the Equality Act of 2010. Importantly, as a school, we do not just 'tolerate' people 

who are different to us. We welcome them, embrace them, nurture them, care for them and, as a 

school, educate them. This is why, every year, subject leaders set out how they will celebrate 

members of our communities no matter their age, race, religion, sex, gender, sexual orientation, 

disability, marital status, or pregnancy. All are welcome, all are included, all are equal. Our well-

being curriculum teaches tolerance explicitly to all year groups. We invest heavily in the value of 

languages to connect us with those from different countries - this includes Mrs Campello Martin 

leading our work to provide opportunities to sit GCSEs in languages other than French and Span-

ish. In history, we often pause our curriculum to focus on what is happening in other areas of the 

world whilst, for example, William the Conqueror is winning the Battle of Hastings. We ensure our 

English, art, music, and drama curriculums focus on the greatest artists of both British and world 

culture.  

These are the British values we are mandated to educate students in, and it is our duty and our 

pleasure to do so. The beauty of them is that, if we ever come to disagree with them, we have the 

liberty, tolerance, and mutual respect to debate them, the democratic ability to change them, and 

the rule of law to uphold whatever new set of values we might choose. They are indeed fundamen-

tal. 

In other news, we have one member of staff leaving us this Christmas - Mr Cardenas, who joined 

us in 2014 as our data manager. He is going on to a well -earned retirement, and we thank him for 

all his work. I must also thank our incredible PTFA who have agreed to fund a toilet refurbishment 

in the English block, a new oven for the café, library books, a reconfiguration of our art rooms and 

reflective film for all south -facing windows to keep them cool in the summer months. On top of the 

whopping £20,000+ raised through our giving day, we are in a position to continue to invest heavi-

ly in our students' bright futures. Thank you to all who have given so much.  

Have a wonderful Christmas, make sure we do more than 'tolerate' each other over the holidays, 

and I look forward to a fantastic Spring Term.  

            Your faithfully,                                                   

 

                                      Jamie Bean  

                            Headmaster  

                            Wallington County Grammar School                                                                                                                              
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Library: Winter Reads 2025  

Reminder: youõll earn commendations if you read and  review these over the holidays! 

Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick  

Welcome to Crater Lake: the Year Six school trip from hell! Maybe itõs the 

bloodstained man who tries to stop the coach, maybe itõs the absence of wel-

coming staff, but something is definitely not right at Crater Lake activity cen-

tre. Then, at night, things get much, much strangeré but no matter what hap-

pens, donõt ð ever ð fall asleep!  

 

The School Librarian says: For any newly -minted Jennifer Killick fans follow-

ing her visit earlier this year, Crater Lake is an ideal companion piece to her 

Dread Wood series. If you like one, youõll like the other!  

The Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliffe  

The Ninth Legion marched into the mists of northern Britain - and were never 

seen again. 4000 men disappeared and their eagle standard was lost. It's a 

mystery that's never been solved, until now . . . Marcus has to find out what 

happened to his father, who led the legion. So he sets out into the unknown, 

on a quest so dangerous that nobody expects him to return.  

 

The School Librarian says: A classic adventure story and one of the most be-

loved childrenõs novels ever written. Itõs inspired by real history but allows 

its story licence to speculate about what might have happened rather than 

just adhering to what did. A great read.  

When I See Blue by Lily Bailey  

There are 4 things you should know about Ben: He's 12 years old. He's the new 

kid at school. His special number is 4. He has a bully in his brain.  

Sometimes Ben's brain makes him count to 4 to prevent bad things happening. 

Sometimes it makes him tap or blink in 4s. Mostly it makes the smallest things 

feel impossible. And with a new school, a moody big brother, an absent dad 

and a mum battling her own demons, Ben feels more out of control than ever. 

But then he meets April, and with his new friend, Ben might finally figure out 

how to stand up to the bully in his brain, once and for all.  
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Library:  Winter Reads 2025 (Continue)  

The Dispossessed by Ursula K. Le Guin  

The Principle of Simultaneity is a scientific breakthrough which will revolutionize 

interstellar civilization by making possible instantaneous communication. It is the 

life work of Shevek, a brilliant physicist from the arid anarchist world of Anarres.  

But Shevek's work is being stifled by jealous colleagues, so he travels to Anarres's 

sister -planet Urras, hoping to find more liberty and tolerance there. But he soon 

finds himself being used as a pawn in a deadly political game.  

 

The School Librarian says: This blew my mind to atoms and made me need to read 

everything else Le Guin ever wrote. Yes, itõs hard to summarise without making it 

sound dry, but trust me, itõs incredible. As good as political science-fiction gets.  

 

Northern Lights by Philip Pullman  

Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half -wild and carefree among schol-

ars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take her to the 

frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch -clans reign and ice -bears fight. Her ex-

traordinary journey will have immeasurable consequences far beyond her own 

worldé 

 

The School Librarian says: A remarkable, imaginative fantasy novel with parallel 

universes, truth -measuring devices and armoured, talking polar bears that also 

asks major, probing questions about religion and faith. It was banned in parts of 

the United States when it was first published, which is usually a pretty reliable 

measure of quality in a book.  

The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro  

In the summer of 1956, Stevens, the ageing butler of Darlington Hall, embarks on 

a leisurely holiday that will take him deep into the English countryside and into 

his pasté A contemporary classic, The Remains of the Day is Kazuo Ishiguro's 

beautiful and haunting evocation of life between the wars in a Great English 

House, of lost causes and lost love.  

 

The School Librarian says: The novel on my A -Level English reading list that has 

stuck with me these many (many) years later. A heartbreaking, exquisitely -written 

masterpiece of duty, regret and chances not taken.  
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Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens  

After Oliver Twist asks nasty Mr Bumble for more food, he has to flee the work-

house for the streets of London. Here he meets the Artful Dodger, who leads him 

to Fagin and his gang of pickpockets. When a thieving mission goes wrong, Oli-

ver narrowly avoids prison and finds himself in the care of kind Mr Brownlow. But 

Fagin and the brutal Bill Sikes go in search of the young orphan, determined to 

drag him back . . .  

 

The School Librarian says: You donõt want to be left behind at the school produc-

tion of Oliver! next term, do you? Read this and see what all the fuss is about. Itõs 

famously quite good.   

The Shining by Stephen King  

Danny is only five years old, but in the words of old Mr Hallorann he is a 'shiner', 

aglow with psychic voltage. When his father becomes caretaker of the Overlook 

Hotel, Danny's visions grow out of control.  

 

As winter closes in and blizzards cut them off, the hotel seems to develop a life of 

its own. It is meant to be empty. So who is the lady in Room 217 and who are the 

masked guests going up and down in the elevator? And why do the hedges shaped 

like animals seem so alive? Somewhere, somehow, there is an evil force in the ho-

tel - and that, too, is beginning to shineé 

Library:  Winter Reads 2025 (Continue)  

The Woman In Black by Susan Hill  

Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice 

Drablow, the sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House. The house stands at the end of a 

causeway, wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until he glimpses a wasted 

young woman, dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of unease 

begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by the reluctance of the locals to talk of 

the woman in black - and her terrible purpose.  

 

The School Librarian says: Christmas is a time for traditions, and a ghost story at 

Christmas is one of the finest traditions. Susan Hillõs eerie, genuinely haunting 

ghost story is up there with the best of them - and if you ever get a chance to see 

the stage adaptation, take it. Itõs absolutely terrifying.  
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! \ȧȽȍ {Ƀɔɞ Ƀȝ 0ȤɔȧɗɞȼǸɗ 

Oɞ Ϫȧȷȷ Ȇȑ ȷɃȽȑȷϰ ɞȤȧɗ 0ȤɔȧɗɞȼǸɗ 

ȝɃɔ ɞȤɃɗȑ ϪȧɞȤɃɡɞ ȤɃȼȑɗ 

! /ȷɡȑ ɃȽȑ ȧȽȍȑȑȍ 

ȝɃɔ ɞȤɃɗȑ ϪȧɞȤɃɡɞ ȇȷɃɞȤȑɗ 

! {ȧȷȑȽɞȑɔ cȧȞȤɞ   

ȝɃɔ ɞȤɃɗȑ ϪȧɞȤɃɡɞ ȷǸɡȞȤɞȑɔ 

uȑɔȤǸɐɗ Ǹ ]Ǹɗɞ 0ȤɔȧɗɞȼǸɗ 

ȝɃɔ ɞȤɃɗȑ ϪȤɃ ȇɃȼȑ Ǹȝɞȑɔ 

 

!ȝɞȑɔ ȆȷȧϵϵǸɔȍɗ ǸȽȍ ɞȤȑ ɡȽϰȧȑȷȍȧȽȞ ȍǸɔȵ 

!ȝɞȑɔ ѫɃɃȍɗ ǸȽȍ ɞȤȑ ȷǸȇȵ Ƀȝ ǸȽ Ǹɔȇ 

!ȝɞȑɔ ɗȧɔȑȽɗ ɞȤǸɞ ȑȇȤɃ ɞȤɔɃɡȞȤ ȆɔɃȵȑȽ ȍɃϪȽ ɞɃϪȽɗ 

!ȝɞȑɔ ȤɃɐȑ ϪȑǸɔɗ ɞȤȧȽ  ǸȽȍ ȝǸȇȑɗ ϪȑǸɔ ȝɔɃϪȽɗ 

 

bǸϰ ɗɃȼȑɃȽȑɗ ȍɃɃɔ ɃɐȑȽ 

bǸϰ ɗɃȼȑɃȽȑɗ ϩɃȧȇȑ ɗȧȽȞ 

bǸϰ ɗɃȼȑɃȽȑɗ ɃϪȽ ϪǸɔȼɞȤ 

ǸȽȍ ɞȤȑ ȲɃϰ ɞȤǸɞ ȧɞ ȆɔȧȽȞɗ 

0Ǹɞȑɔ ɞɃ ɞȤȑ ȇɃȷȍ ǸȽȍ ɞȤȑ ϪȑǸɔϰ ɞɃȽȧȞȤɞ 

 

0Ǹɞȑɔ ɞɃ ɞȤȑ ϰɃɡȽȞ  ɞȤȑ ϪɃȼȑȽ  ǸȽȍ Ƀȷȍ 

ȝɃɔ ȞȧϩȧȽȞ ȧɗ Ǹ ȵȧȽȍȽȑɗɗ ɞȤǸɞ ȇǸȽȽɃɞ Ȇȑ ɗɃȷȍ 
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bɔɗ 0Ǹɞɗ 0ȤɔȧɗɞȼǸɗ 

DǸɔǸϪǸϰ DǸɔǸϪǸϰ  ȧȽ ȇɃȷȍ  ȍȧɗɞǸȽɞ ȷǸȽȍɗ 

hϩȑɔ ɞȤȑ ɗȽɃϪ ǸȽȍ ɞȤȑ ɡȽȍȑɔȷȧɞ ɔȧϩȑɔɗ 

:ȼɐɞϰ Ƀȝ ȑϩȑȽ ɞȤȑ ȆȷȑǸɞȧȽȞ Ƀȝ ȷǸȼȆɗ 

´Ȥȑɔȑ ɗȽɡѥȑɗ ǸȽȍ ɗȽȑȑϵȑɗ ɞɡɔȽ ɃɡɞɔȧȞȤɞ ɞɃ ɗȤȧϩȑɔɗ 

OȽ Ǹ ȆɡȽȍȷȑ Ƀȝ ȇɃǸɞɗ ǸȽȍ Ǹ ȝɔɃɗɞ-ɞȧȽɞȑȍ ȤǸɞ 

]ȧϩȑȍ ɞȤȑ ɐɡɔȝȑȇɞȷϰ  ɐȷȑǸɗǸȽɞȷϰ Ƀȷȍ bɔɗ 0Ǹɞ 

 

{Ȥȑ Ȇɡɗɞȷȑȍ ȑǸȇȤ ȼɃɔȽȧȽȞ ɞȤɔɃɡȞȤ ȧȇȧȇȷȑȍ Ǹȧɔ 

Lȑɔ ϪȤȧɗȵȑɔɗ ǸȞȷɃϪ ϪȧɞȤ ɞȤȑ ȞȷȧȽɞ Ƀȝ ȽȑϪ ȝɔɃɗɞ 

LɡȼȼȧȽȞ Ǹ ɞɡȽȑ ϪȧɞȤ Ǹ ɐȑɐɐȑɔȼȧȽɞ ѫǸȧɔ 

0ɃɡȽɞȧȽȞ ɞȤȑ ȼȧɞɞȑȽɗ Ȥȑɔ ȵȧɞɞȑȽɗ ȤǸȍ ȷɃɗɞ 

OȽ ´ɃȽȍȑɔȷǸȽȍ ´ȧȽɞȑɔɗ ɗȤȑ ȷȧϩȑȍ ȝɃɔ ɞȤȑ ɞȧȼȑ 

´ȤȑȽ ɞȤȑ ȍɃɃɔ ϪɃɡȷȍ ɔȧȽȞ ϪȧɞȤ Ǹ ȵȽɃȇȵ ǸȽȍ Ǹ ȇȤȧȼȑ 

 

Lȑɔ ȽȑȧȞȤȆɃɡɔɗ - ɞȤɔȑȑ ɗɐǸɔɔɃϪɗ  Ǹ ȝɃϯ ǸȽȍ Ȥȑɔ ǸɡȽɞ -  

´ȧɞȤ ɞȧȽɗȑȷȷȑȍ ȍɃϪȽ ɗȇǸɔȝɗ ǸȽȍ ȆɡɔȞɡȽȍϰ ȷǸϰȑɔɗ 

´ȑɔȑ Ȟɔȑȑɞȑȍ ȧȽ ȤǸɔȼɃȽϰ ϪȧɞȤ Ǹ ȇȧȽȽǸȼɃȽ ȇȤǸȽɞ 

£Ƀ ȞǸɞȤȑɔ ɔɃɡȽȍ ȇȷɃɗȑȷϰ ȝɃɔ ǸȝɞȑɔȽɃɃȽ ɐɔǸϰȑɔɗ 

!Ƚȍ Ȇϰ ɞȤȑ Ѩɔȑ ɞȤȑϰ ȵȑɐɞ Ǹȷȷ ɞȤȑȧɔ ɗɞɃȇȵȧȽȞɗ ɗǸȝȑ ǸȽȍ ϪǸɔȼ 

DɔɃȼ ɞȤȑ ȇǸɗɡǸȷȷϰ ȼȧɗȇȤȑϩɃɡɗ ϰɃɡȽȞ ȼǸɗɞȑɔ ɗɞɃɔȼ 

 

£Ȥȑϰ ɗǸɞ ȧȽ ɞȤȑ ȤȑǸɞ  ǸȽȍ ȇȤȧɞɞȑɔȑȍ ǸȽȍ ȇȤǸɞɞȑɔȑȍ 

´Ȥȧȷɗɞ ɞȤȑ ȽȧȞȤɞ ϪɔǸɐɐȑȍ ɞȤȑ ɗȵϰ ȧȽ Ǹ ȆȷǸȽȵȑɞ Ƀȝ Ȇȷɡȑ 

bɔ LǸɔȑ ȆɔɃɡȞȤɞ Ƀɡɞ ȇɃȇɃǸ ȧȽ ȼɡȞɗ Ƚȧȇȑȷϰ ɞǸɞɞȑɔȑȍ 

]ǸȽɞȑɔȽɗ ǸȽȍ ɗɐǸɔȵɗ ɗɞȧȷȷ ѫȧȇȵȑɔȑȍ ɃȽ ɞȤɔɃɡȞȤ 

DɃɔ ȑϩȑȽ ȧȽ ȷǸȽȍɗ ϪȤȑɔȑ ɞȤȑ ɗɡȽ ɗȑȷȍɃȼ ɗǸɞ 

LɃɐȑ ȆɔȑϪȑȍ ȑǸȇȤ 0ȤɔȧɗɞȼǸɗ ȝɃɔ Ƀȷȍ bɔɗ 0Ǹɞ 

                                                                           /ϰ 6ǸȽȧȑȷ ]ɡȇȵ  ´0E{ uɃȑɞ ]ǸɡɔȑǸɞȑ  
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bϰ DǸɞȤȑɔ 

bϰ ȝǸɞȤȑɔ ɞɔȧȑɗ Ȥȧɗ ȷɡȇȵ Ǹɞ ɐɃȵȑɔ 

ϪȤȑȽ Ȥȑ ɞȤȧȽȵɗ ȽɃ ɃȽȑ Ϫȧȷȷ ȽɃɞȧȇȑ 

ɞȤȑ ȑȼɐɞϰ ɐɃȇȵȑɞ ɗɞǸȧȽɗ 

ȤǸȽȞȧȽȞ ȤǸȷȝ-ɡɐ  ȤǸȷȝ-ȍɃϪȽ 

ȝɔɃȼ ɞȤȑ ɗȑǸȼɗ Ƀȝ Ȥȧɗ ȇȤǸɔȇɃǸȷ ɞɔɃɡɗȑɔɗ 

Ȥȧɗ Ȇȷɡȑ-ȇɃȷȷǸɔȑȍ ɗȤȧɔɞ ȤǸȽȞȧȽȞ ȤǸȷȝ-ɡȽɞɡȇȵȑȍ 

 

Lȑ ȝǸȷȷɗ Ǹɗȷȑȑɐ ϪȧɞȤ ♇ ȍɃȞ ɞǸȞɗ  ♅ ɞȧȑɗ ǸȽȍ ȤǸȷȝ 

Ǹ ȽɃɃɗȑ  

ϪɔǸɐɐȑȍ ɔɃɡȽȍ Ȥȧɗ Ƚȑȇȵ 

/ɡɞ ȼɃɗɞ ȽȧȞȤɞɗ Ȥȑ Ȳɡɗɞ ȷȧȑɗ ɞȤȑɔȑ 

ȼɃɞȧɃȽȷȑɗɗ ǸȞǸȧȽɗɞ ɞȤȑ ȤȑǸȍȆɃǸɔȍ 

Ȥȑ ȇȷɡɞȇȤȑɗ ɞȤȑ ȇɃϩȑɔɗ ȷȧȵȑ O ȍȧȍ ϪȤȑȽ O ϪǸɗ 

{ȇǸɔȑȍ Ƀȝ Ǹ ȼɃȽɗɞȑɔ ɡȽȍȑɔ ɞȤȑ Ȇȑȍ 

 

bϰ ȝǸɞȤȑɔ ϪȧɗȤȑɗ ǸϪǸϰ ɞȤȑ ȍǸϰɗ 

Ȥȑ ɗɐȑȽȍɗ ǸȷɃȽȑ 

ɗǸɞ ϪǸɞȇȤȧȽȞ ɞȤǸɞ Ƀȷȍ ȇǸɔ ɗȤɃϪ 

ϪȤȧȇȤ ȑȽȍȑȍ ȷɃȽȞ ȆȑȝɃɔȑ ɞϩ ɗɞǸɞȧȇ 

ϪǸɗ Ϫȧɐȑȍ ȝɔɃȼ Ƀџ ɞȤȑ ɗȇɔȑȑȽ 

 

bϰ ȝǸɞȤȑɔ ϪȤɃ ȷȑǸɔȽȑȍ ɞȤȑ ȽȑϪ ȵȧȽȍ Ƀȝ 

ȼǸɞȤɗ ɞɃ ɞȑǸȇȤ ȼȑ ϪȤǸɞ Ѩɔɗɞ ɐȷǸȇȑ ȝȑȷɞ ȷȧȵȑ 

ϪȤɃ ȆɔǸȧɗȑȍ ɞɡɔȵȑϰ ȑϩȑɔϰ ɗɐȑȇȧǸȷ {ɡȽȍǸϰ 

ɞɃ ǸϩɃȧȍ ɞȤȑ ȆȷǸȽȍ ɗȑɔϩȧȇȑ Ƀȝ Ȳɡɗɞ ɗɃȼȑ ɃɞȤȑɔ Ȇȧɔȍ 

bϰ ȝǸɞȤȑɔ ϪȤɃ ȷȧϩȑȍ ɞȤɔɃɡȞȤ ɞȤȑ ♦♃ɗ 

ǸȽȍ ɞȤȑ ȧȇȑ-ǸȞȑ   

´ȤɃ Ȇɡȧȷɞ Ǹ ȝǸȼȧȷϰ 

ϪȤȧȷȑ O ɞɡɔȽȑȍ Ǹ ȆȷȧȽȍ ȑϰȑ ɞɃ ɞȤȑ ȤǸȼȼȑɔ 

 

bϰ ȝǸɞȤȑɔ ϪȤɃ ȵȑȑɐɗ Ȥȧɗ ȞȷǸɗɗȑɗ ȧȽ ɞȤȑ 

ȞȷɃϩȑȆɃϯ 

ɗǸϰɗ Ȥȑ ȍɃȑɗȽɞ Ƚȑȑȍ ɞȤȑȼ 

ɗǸϰɗ Ȥȑɗ ɗȑȑȽ ȑȽɃɡȞȤ 

Ȇɡɞ Oȷȷ ȇǸɞȇȤ Ȥȧȼ ɗɓɡȧȽɞȧȽȞ Ǹɞ ȝǸȇȑɗ  

ϪȤȑȽ ɐȑɔȤǸɐɗ Ȥȑ ȍɃȑɗȽɞ ϪǸȽɞ ɞɃ ɗȑȑ ɞȤȑȼ 

ɐǸɗɗ 

 

!Ƚȍ ȧȽ Ǹȷȷ Ƀȝ ɞȤȧɗ Oȷȷ ȤɃȷȍ Ȥȧȼ 

ɗɞȧȷȷ ȷȑǸɔȽȧȽȞ ɞɃ ȇǸȷȷ Ȥȧȼ Ȇϰ Ȥȧɗ ȽǸȼȑ 

Ȇɡɞ ϪɃȽȍȑɔ ȤɃϪ ȼǸȽϰ ɞȧȼȑɗ Ȥȑ ɗǸϩȑȍ ȼȑ 

ϪȧɞȤɃɡɞ ȑϩȑɔ ɗǸϰȧȽȞ Ǹ ϪɃɔȍ 

 

bϰ ȝǸɞȤȑɔ  ϪȤɃɗ Ƚȑϩȑɔ ɗɐɃȵȑȽ Ƀȝ Ȥȧɗ 

ȇȤȧȷȍȤɃɃȍ 

Ǹɗȵɗ ȧȝ ȧɞɗ ȞȑɞɞȧȽȞ ȇɃȷȍ 

ǸȽȍ O ɗǸϰ ȽɃ  ȽɃɞ ɞɃȍǸϰ 

Ȇɡɞ ȍɔǸϪ ɞȤȑ ȇɃϩȑɔɗ ɡɐ Ǹ ȷȧɞɞȷȑ ȤȧȞȤȑɔ 

ȧȽ ȇǸɗȑ ɞȤȑ ȼɃȽɗɞȑɔ Ƚȑϩȑɔ ɔȑǸȷȷϰ ȷȑȝɞ 

 /ϰ 6ǸȽȧȑȷ ]ɡȇȵ  
´0E{ uɃȑɞ ]ǸɡɔȑǸɞȑ  
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! /Ƀϰɗ :ȷȑȞϰ 

]ȑɗɗȑɔ ɞȤǸȽ ȆȷɃɃȍ ɗɞǸȧȽɗ ɐǸȷȑ ȧȽ ɞȤȑ ȷȧȞȤɞ Ƀȝ ɞȤȑ ȼɃɃȽ 

ϪȤȧɞȑ-ϪǸɗȤȑȍ Ȇȑɗȧȍȑ ɞȤȑ ɐǸɞȇȤϪɃɔȵ ɗȵȧȽ 

ϪȤȧȇȤ ȍɔǸϪɗ ȝɃȷȍɗ ȝɔɃȼ ȧɞɗ ȤǸȷȷɃϪȑȍ-ȇȤȑȑȵȑȍ ȇȤȧȷȍ   

 

Lȑ ȷȧȑɗ ȍɃɔȼǸȽɞ ɃȽ ɞȤȑ ɗȷǸȆ Ƀȝ Ȇɔɡȧɗȑȍ :ǸɔɞȤ 

ɐȧȷȑɗ ɡɐ ȧȽ ȼɡȍ ȷȧȵȑ ǸȽ ɃɐȑȽ-ȇǸɗȵȑɞ ȇɃѢȽ 

ȑϰȑɗ ɗɞǸɔȧȽȞ Ǹɞ ϰɃɡɔ ɡȽϪȧȷȷȧȽȞȽȑɗɗ ɞɃ ȷȑȽȍ Ǹ ȤǸȽȍ 

Ƀȝ Ȥȑȷɐ  Lȑ ɗȇɔȑǸȼɗ Ǹɞ ϰɃɡ ɞȤɔɃɡȞȤ ȍɔȧȑȍ ȷȧɐɗ 

ȇȤǸɐɐȑȍ ȝɔɃȼ Ȥȧɗ ȵȧɗɗ ϪȧɞȤ ȍȑǸɞȤ 

 

!Ƚȍ ɞȤȑ ɔȑȍ ɗȑǸ ȧȽ ϪȤȧȇȤ Ȥȑ ɐɃɃȷɗ 

ɗȑȑɐɗ ȧȽɞɃ ɞȤȑ ɗɃɡȷɗ Ƀȝ ɞȤȑ ȧȼǸȞȧȽȑȍ Ȟȧɔȷɗ ȤǸȽȍɗ 

Ȥȑ ϪɃɡȷȍ ȤǸϩȑ ȷɃϩȑȍ ɞɃ ȤɃȷȍ 

Ȳɡȼɐȑȍ Ǹɞ ɞȤȑ ȇȤǸȽȇȑ  ɞȤȑȧɔ 

ȼȑȼɃɔϰ ȽɃɞȤȧȽȞ Ȇɡɞ ȷǸɗɞ ȆɔȑǸɞȤɗ ɗɞȧȷȷ ȼȧɗɞȧȽȞ 

 

EȑȽȑɔɃɡɗ ɗȤȑȷȷɗ ɞȧȽɞ Ȥȧɗ ȝɔɃɗɞȆȧɞɞȑȽ ȤǸȽȍɗ 

ɞȤȑ ȇɃȷɃɡɔ Ƀȝ ȞɡȽɐɃϪȍȑɔ  Ǹ ȞɔȑϰȧɗȤ ɗȼȑǸɔ 

ɃȽ ɞȤȑ ɡȽȧȝɃɔȼ Ȥȑ ȵȑɐɞ ɐɔȑ-ȆɡɞɞɃȽȑȍ 

 

uȑɔȤǸɐɗ Ȥȧɗ ɐɃɃɔ ȝǸȇȑ ȇɃɡȷȍ ȤǸϩȑ ȆȑȑȽ ɗǸϩȑȍ ȝɔɃȼ ɗɡȇȤ 

ȍȧɗѨȞɡɔȑȼȑȽɞ  Lȑ ϪɃɡȷȍ ȤǸϩȑ ȷȧȵȑȍ  

Ȥȧɗ ȼɃɞȤȑɔ ɞɃ ɗȑȑ Ȥȧɗ ȇȤȑȑȵɗ Ȳɡɗɞ ɃȽȑ ȷǸɗɞ ɞȧȼȑ 

 

Lȑ ϪɃɡȷȍ ȤǸϩȑ ȷȧȵȑȍ Ȥȧɗ ȼɃɞȤȑɔ 

ɞɃ ɗȑȑ Ȥȧɗ ȇȤȑȑȵɗ Ȳɡɗɞ ɃȽȑ ȷǸɗɞ ɞȧȼȑ   

                                                                        /ϰ 6ǸȽȧȑȷ ]ɡȇȵ  ´0E{ uɃȑɞ ]ǸɡɔȑǸɞȑ  
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House Drama - 2025 

House Drama event was nothing short of extraordinary ñan evening filled with energy, 

creativity, and sheer talent. From the moment the lights dimmed to the final applause, the 

entire production showcased brilliant staging, heartfelt performances, and an atmos-

phere that made the whole event feel truly special.  

But the undeniable highlight of the night was Bridges , who delivered a stunning perfor-

mance centered around the theme of strings. Their piece was beautifully crafted ñclever, 

emotional, and full of subtle details that kept the audience completely absorbed. The way 

they incorporated strings, both literally and symbolically, added layers of meaning that 

elevated their act far beyond a standard performance.  

The best twist of the night  came when the musicianõs natural talentñraw, unfiltered, and 

breathtaking ñtook center stage. It was one of those rare moments where the audience 

collectively leaned in, fully captivated. That sudden reveal of genuine musical brilliance 

tied the entire narrative together and made Bridgesõ performance unforgettable. 

In the end, it was no surprise at all that Bridges won . Their creativity, passion, and ex-

ceptional execution made them stand out in an already incredible line up. It was an amaz-

ing evening from start to finish ñone that left everyone buzzing long after the curtain fell.  

By Jermaine Adu- Poku 

 

 

My Neighbour Totoro 9/9/25  

òNice story. Slow pacing at first but soon 

speeds up. Well executed and highly imagina-

tive puppetry and adaptation of the film. Good 

acting and portrayal of characters in a way fa-

miliar to the film. Overall very enjoyable to 

watch with good music, set and story. ó 

By Enzo Garcia 
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Drama Department:  

FairField Halls  

òCroydon Music and Arts (CMA)'s 

upcoming performance will show-

case the great work created in our 

amazing local schools.  

 

This performance will display the 

talents of many of our wonderful 

Croydon Secondary Schools. Quest 

Academy, Coombe Wood, Walling-

ton Grammar, Harris Invictus, Ark 

Blake, Harris City Academy, Oasis 

Shirley Park, Archbishop Tenisons, 

Norbury High and Waddon Commu-

It was a wonderful experience and I am so thrilled to have had the opportunity to perform at such 

a venue and experience certain aspects of the Theatre. It really helped strengthen our perfor-

mance and we ended up with something I was really proud of. What a joy to do at my age!  

By Seb Atkinson Year 8  

On the 3rd December, we had the pleasure of attending the Croy-

don Schools Arts and Music Festival at Fairfield Halls. WCGS were 

represented by members of the òOliver!ó Company who shared a 

snippet of act one. Well, if I wasnõt already excited about seeing Ol-

iver! in January, I am now! The boys all gave confident and ground-

ed performances and were clearly not at all phased by having to 

adapt their work to such a big venue.  

 

Everyoneõs performance was full of energy, their voices were clear 

and their dialogue precise. The leads connected well with each oth-

er and were so clear in their storytelling. As an audience, we were 

invested!  

The ensemble had tonnes of energy, and were on 

point with their choreography and their own charac-

terisation - I found myself wanting to know more 

about each of those characters and how they had 

ended up in Faginõs gang!  
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They rightfully got a huge cheer at the end - and perhaps the best bit of the evening was seeing 

how each of the schools supported the other performing schools. As well as Oliver! we were treat-

ed to steel bands, gospel choirs, girl bands, a òCroydon Nativityó, rap artists, guitarists. Itõs a privi-

lege for the WCGS boys to be a part of such a diverse and talented community of artists and weõre 

grateful to Mrs Shears and Mrs Tanner for making that possible.     

By Mrs Luck, proud Mum of Barney Luck, Year 8!  

Oliver  

Rehearsals for our school production of Oliver!  

have been going really well. Weõve been work-

ing hard since September, and the progress is 

really starting to show. The cast is growing more 

confident each week, the musical numbers are 

coming together, and the scenes are running 

more smoothly with every run -through. With our 

performances coming up in January, itõs exciting 

to see all the effort and teamwork paying off. If 

we keep going at this pace, the show is going to 

be fantastic!  
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Drama Department:  Complicite  

The following Devising in the Secondary Classroom 

workshop was delivered at our school by Martins Im-

hangbe. This session, based on Complicit®õs profes-

sional practices, gave students a hands -on introduc-

tion to devising theatre, focusing on collaboration, 

physicality, and ensemble -building. Students ex-

plored movement, rhythm, space, improvisation, and 

play, developing a shared visual language to help 

shape and tell their own stories.  

Martinsõ engaging approach and expertise provided 

valuable guidance, inspiring students to take creative 

risks and experiment with ideas in a supportive envi-

ronment. The workshop built directly on techniques 

used by Complicité in professional rehearsals and 

offered practical insights that will enhance studentsõ 

GCSE and A Level Drama projects.  

"This workshop really pushed me to find creative 

ways to communicate through physicality rather than words and was an overall amazing and 

immersive experience."  
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The joy of theatre is available to all of you in your homes this 

Christmas, thanks to the schools access to this service. This 

is for employees and students of WCGS, so please do not 

share this code, but do enjoy it. Slavaõs Snow Show is a won-

derful treat for all ages.  

You can log in on smart tv's, or your phone and cast it across, or on any pc, or device.  

The first 3 are family friendly.  

Digital theatre log in  

Digital Theatre+  

https://auth.digitaltheatreplus.com/  

                       Username: user.wcgs                                            Password: happened@5562 

Our recommendations are:  

A Christmas Carol  

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/content/productions/a -christmas -carol -bristol -old -vic  

Peter Pan 

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/peter -pan 

The Woodsman 

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/the -woodsman 

A Dissapearing Number  

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/a -disappearing -number  

Great Expectations  

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/great -expectations  

Into the Woods  

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/into -the-woods 

Kafkas Monkey  

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/kafkas -monkey  

Kinky Boots 

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/kinky -boots 

Lovesong 

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/lovesong  

The Rivals 

 https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/content/productions/the -rivals -heritage -theatre  

Drama Department:   

https://auth.digitaltheatreplus.com/
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/content/productions/a-christmas-carol-bristol-old-vic
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/peter-pan
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/the-woodsman
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/a-disappearing-number
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/great-expectations
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/into-the-woods
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/kafkas-monkey
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/kinky-boots
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/titles/lovesong
https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/content/productions/the-rivals-heritage-theatre


 

 

wcgs The Record - page 15 

Winter 2025  

MFL Department:  

Congratulations to our students on their achievement  

in the  GCHQ  National Language Competition 2025!  

We are thrilled to announce that eight of our talented Y9 students participated in the prestig-

ious GCHQ National Language Competition this year:   

 

Team Generous Bull  

1. Vakish Indrajith   

2. Arjun Bhagat  

3. Kyrill Huang   

4. Shlok Naik 

 

Team Silly Goat   

1. Yuk Hei  Lee  

2. Jayden Sam  

3. Elio Yonas  

4. Fahad Ghazi 

 

Their dedication, passion for languages, and problem -solving skills were truly impressive as they 

tackled the challenging tasks set by this renowned competition. Both teams worked hard and real-

ly well.Team Silly Goat ranked 699th, and Generous Bull team achieved an impressive 12th place 

out of over 2500 teams nationally!  

This is a fantastic achievement, and we are incredibly proud of their hard work and commitment. 

Congratulations to all involved ð your success is a reflection of your determination and enthusiasm 

for language learning. Keep up the great work!  

By Ms G C Martin  

 

 

Who are we?  

With my  9G French class, we recently explored what 

identity means to them. Students learned key defini-

tions and vocabulary in French, then created a poster 

expressing (through words and images) what identity 

represents in their lives.  I am always amazed by the 

many facets of creativity that emerge in this kind of 

work. All students produced thoughtful and meaning-

ful posters, but the three showcased here particularly 

stood out for their combination of effort, originality of 

expression, and strong use of French. Well  done, 9G, 

for your enthusiasm, creativity, and hard work!  

 

By Mrs A. Gabriele   
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MFL Department: Cooking French Specialties in MFL  

Our Year 8 French students have done a fantastic job putting our food topic into practice by cook-

ing some delicious dishes at home. They prepared wonderful golden pancakes and a tasty 

quiche Lorraine, showing not only their creativity but also their enthusiasm for exploring French 

cuisine. Well done to them for their effort and impressive results!    

Huge well done in particular to students in 8T and 8C French: Seb Atkinson, Austin Wong, Simon 

Woznieswski, Prashray Bhardwaj and Samuel Lawrenson for their amazing cooking skills!  

 

By M Paradis 
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Cultural Diversity Week - September 2025   

Isnõt it amazing that every single person on our planet is unique? Cultural Diversity week was an 

amazing opportunity to celebrate the beauty of being part of different cultures and back-

grounds, which are integrated into what defines us as individuals.  

 

We celebrated diversity this year by creating a fantastic assembly video  featuring a mix of our 

A-Level French and Spanish students with diverse viewpoints. For example, one of the A -Level 

French students, Luke Thever, discussed his favourite German word òungezieferó, which is cer-

tainly not going to be a part of his speaking exam, but it shows how other languages can enrich 

our lives. As for me, I talked about how the impact of Spanish colonisation and Chinese gastron-

omy can be felt, tasted and seen in Filipino culture. 

 

Alongside this video, Mrs Gabriele and the A -Level French and Spanish classes performed the 

song ôImagineõ by John Lennon live in the assemblies for the lower school students. The touch-

ing message of the song makes the listener ponder what a world without hate and discrimina-

tion would be like and how we should work towards building a unified global community.  

 

Overall, what we can learn from this celebration is the beauty of being diverse and unique and 

how our differences should not serve as a social barrier but rather as building blocks to a better 

world.  
 

By Carl Romero U6B/Sp 
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MFL Department:  Y10 French Trip  

 

Earlier this year, from the 29th of September to the 3rd of October, members of Year 10 French 

classes were invited to explore the north of France, including popular locations such as Mont 

Saint Michel, Saint Malo, and Omaha beach. For many, this trip was a spectacular success, link-

ing our in -class work to the real world, and helped develop our French skills, most of all giving 

us wonderful memories to cherish forever with all the members of our class and staff, not only 

with daytime activities and outings, but also with the nightly games provided by the kind mem-

bers of the place we stayed at, La Grande Ferme, and the fact that all activities and even dinner 

were conducted in French.  

On the first day after arriving, we visited Mont Saint -Michel. There, we looked at a lot of histor-

ic spots on the island. We started on the mainland, with a short walk through a countryside 

path. We travelled via bus on a bridge, and eventually walked the last portion of the bridge, 

which let us see the beautiful view properly. On the island, we could start to see the real size of 

the city, with how tall it was, how long the paths up and down the mountain were, and how 

steep some of the paths suddenly became. We visited the cathedral atop the mountain, and 

saw the proper size of its interior. Personally, I was very interested in the architecture that 

went into such a place, and the detail in the stone -carved grotesques. We then walked back 

down through the city, via a path that took us along the wall of almost a castle, allowing us to 

see an entire portion of the city from above. As we were travelling back over the bridge, we 

could already see how much the tides had come in while we were there, evidencing the fact 

that Mont Saint-Michel was used as a fortress (and then a prison), before being converted into 

a tourist hot -spot for people all around the world.  
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When we went to Saint Malo, we really got a 

sense of French history and culture. Commenc-

ing on a trip around the fortified city walls, we 

were enamoured by the thoughtful design of the 

townõs architecture, and the natural beauty pre-

sented by the channel, of which the coastal town 

bordered. This then followed down through the 

winding lanes and rows of shops and houses that 

flowed through the city, breathing with move-

ment and history. We then stopped at the local 

church, (a personal trip highlight), in which we 

moved by the ancient yet awe -inspiring stained -

glass windows, before we were able to indulge 

in traditional galettes empowering our final ac-

tivity of the outing to survey the shops around 

town on our own.  
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On the last outing of the week, we visited Omaha beach. Omaha beach was a landing point for 

American soldiers on D -Day, the day that marked the start of the end of World War 2 for West-

ern Europe. We saw the various statues that were around, and the museum showcasing several 

artifacts recovered from the battles, such as models of tanks, and weapons used by specific sol-

diers or divisions. However, the focus of all of our attention was the American cemetery, basical-

ly a manicured field of graves, each marking a single soldier who was killed in the combat. The 

graves stretched almost as far as we could see, stopping only at the treeline, and sometimes 

continuing past for a few metres. I am sure the overall experience sparked many thoughtful con-

versations between the pupils, such as the question of whether to forget the conflicts and move 

on, or to remember them and learn. However, regardless of the answer, I am sure everyone on 

it will remember this trip for a long time.  

To conclude, the experience was very insightful into French culture, especially the history, and 

helped us tremendously with our French learning journey, as well as being very exciting to be a 

part of. I have no doubt that this has imparted very important memories to us, that we shall carry 

for our years to come, as well as further igniting our passion for the French language.  

By Joss Dawson, Ishan Singh 
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Don Quijote  / Three Musketeers  - Y8 theatre 

workshop 19 September 2025  

 

Part of this yearõs European week of Languages cel-

ebrations involved all year 8 students in a foreign 

language theatre workshop.  

Freshwater Theatre company facilitators took yr 8 

French through a journey of discovery of Dumasõs 

Three Musketeers and how from 3 they became 4, 

with the addition of DõArtagnan.  

Y8 Spanish students discovered Cervantesõ s  epic 

novel Don Quijote and answered the question òwas 

he mad or was he a hero?ó.  

All students had to use key language for the plays 

and some even took part. Without doubt, battle 

scenes were the favourite of spectators and actors 

alike.  

Studying a language is not just vocabulary and 

grammar, it is a journey through history, literature, 

the arts and travelling the world. We will continue 

this journey through KS3 and KS4, maybe even KS5 

with some students.   

Vive les langues  !  / ¡Viva los idiomas  !  

C Mortreuil  
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Geography Department: Year 8 Geography and Art trip to Wisley  

 

This September, we Year 8's, had the amazing opportunity to take a trip to the vibrant, breath -taking gar-

dens located in Wisley. This was home to RHS Wisley Gardens and it was full of bursting, colourful flora 

from the moment we walked in. Throughout the trip, we adventured through the whole of the site, coming 

across many instances of an abundance of flora, and we were also lucky to catch sight of some beautiful 

fauna. As we walked through the site, we also took many photographs to highlight the beauty of nature in 

its ideal state, while capturing picturesque compositions of the structures on display like the massive glass 

house, the RHS Hilltop, and many more lovely sights all around. Everywhere we went, there were lots of 

very well -maintained, and well -placed plants that towered over us, trees that looked beautifully cut and 

huge, calming lakes and ponds that sent us into a really peaceful state, and all the plants and wildlife, was a 

breath of fresh air most definitely. RHS Wisley was definitely a well -enjoyed trip, as we experienced the 

sight of such beautiful plants and wildlife that I couldn't recommend more, to go and venture for your-

selves! 

 

Not only did we get the chance to tour the gardens, but we later got the opportunity to spend our afternoon 

with RHS Wisley staff, and get to learn about their ecosystem. We were shown all the plants that they con-

tain indoors, and we later were allowed to create our very own mini -spider plant from the roots of a fully 

developed spider plant! Before that, we recapped some biological processes that occur to the plants in 

these gardens, and after we went around inspecting the plants characteristics, like temperature, overall 

shape and their relevance etc. Then we finally got the chance to create our own plant that would originate 

from the roots of another spider plant, and we then had to keep care of them to eventually develop into a 

grown spider plant wherever we want!   

Shayan Walji Y8 
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Art Department: Year 8 Art & Geography Trip to Wisley  

This September the Art Department and the Geography Department organised a day trip to RHS 

Garden Wisley in Surrey, and were lucky enough to enjoy a beautiful sunny day! Year 8 artists 

took part on a learning walk, and were asked to take photographs and transfer these images to 

their sketchbooks.  The visit offered opportunities for Art students to study natural forms, colour, 

texture, and pattern. Students recorded visual information through sketching and photography 

that related to their classwork, paying particular attention to composition. Other key focuses were 

perspective, symmetry and balance, leading to a portfolio of excellent images and visual notes!  

 

 

 

Winter 2025  

Photo courtesy of Mr Smith  

Photo courtesy of Mr Smith  
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Art Department: Doodle Club  

 

Winter 2025  

The Friday Doodle Club continues to be a popular highlight 

of the end of the school week. This club is all about providing 

students with a relaxing space to sit down, switch off, and 

simply draw for pleasure.  

It has been fantastic to see our students connecting their 

spontaneous drawing styles with the work of professional art-

ists such as, Jon Burgerman, Hattie Stewart and The Doodle 

Boy (Joe Whale). 

The club celebrates how simple lines and shapes can lead to 

sophisticated and personal works of art. Itõs a wonderful 

weekly reminder that creative expression is a powerful form 

of relaxation and self -discovery.  
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Art Department: Year 8 Masterclass  

Year 8 Art Masterclass has begun, and keen students are encouraged to speak with Mrs Pal-

iotta about joining on  Thursday lunchtimes. So far, we have looked at the monochrome land-

scape photographs of Ansel Adams and have tried to recreate one of these images using 

graphite sticks, paying close attention to tonal values. We have attempted some pastiche 

works based on the abstract work of Joan Miro and Piet Mondrian, and created responses 

using chalk and oil pastels. Students also experimented with texture by making a tonal draw-

ing of a mystery object held in the hand but hidden from view, relying on touch rather than 

sight. Another session was spent sketching a still -life arrangement and applying watercolour 

to create a simple line -and-wash piece.  

As we approach the new term we will be starting to spend some time exploring new tech-

niques and materials and investigating other artists in order to embark upon our own artist 

research pages. Well done everybody!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter 2025  
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Winter 2025  

 

Art Department: Artists of the Month  

Congratulations to Aarav Nuthi, Ackshith Tharshigananth, Adrain Tsang, Arjun Nath, David Bur-

de, Simon Wosniewski, Matthew Medina and Michael McCearney for being our current artists of 

the month! Below are a selection of their artworks.  

Aarav Nuthi 7S 

David Burde 8S 

Matthew Medina 9W  
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Winter 2025  

Art Department: House Photography  

This November we ran our annual photography competition, open to all students at WCGS and, 

for the first time, included judged entries from House Masters. This year, the theme was:  Ordi-

nary Magic - finding beauty in everyday places, moments or objects.  Our Judge, Tom Cebula 

is an experienced photographer and producer for the BBC, National Geographic, and the Discov-

ery Channel, and he provided some amazing feedback and special mentions when deciding 

what points to award for interpretation, composition, creativity and written response.  

 

The winning House was WOODCOTE! Well done to Woodcote and to all students who participat-

ed.  

 

Enjoy a selection of our favourite entries below, and get ready for our departmentõs second com-

petition coming up on 5th  February - House Art!  This year's theme is: Chaos and Order; explor-

ing the duality of structure and spontaneity.  

 

 

 

Isa Mannan 7WO 

Harshith Reddy Kaasam 8G  

Theo Shepherd 8RA 
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Winter 2025  

Art Department: House Photography  

 

Benjamin Tanner 9CA  Gabriel Taquiam L6MA  

Arjun Bhagat 9WO  

James Kehoe 10RU 

Oke Epiruoh U6WO  
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Winter 2025  

Art Department: Awards for Artistic Excellence  

This year in the End of Term assemblies, the Art department will award certificates for the 

demonstration of Artistic excellence; to recognise consistent dedication and the produc-

tion of sophisticated artworks. These certificates will be awarded to  

David Burde KS3 

Simon Wozniewski KS3 

James Kehoe KS4 

Gabriel Taquiam KS5  

Congratulations and well done for all your hard work throughout the year!  

 

Key Stage 5 News  

Our hugely talented A Level students have produced some fantastic self -portraits as part of their 

coursework - these were on display at our recent Sixth Form Open Evening for all to appreciate.  


